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SOCIAL DETERMINANTS

Dr. Guillermo Arbona Irizarry

Communities with Disparities in Social Determinants of Health 



VISION, MISSION & PRIORITIES
Vision
Achieve sustainable health 
equity in Puerto Rican 
communities and improve 
their quality of life through 
innovation, collaboration and 
community engagement.

Mission
Serve as trusted ally working 
with private and public 
partners to identify and 
execute community-led, 
evidence-based solutions.

OUR PRIORITIES 
 Emergency Preparedness, Response 

& Recovery

 Chronic Disease: diabetes, obesity, 
others

 Health Equity

 Mental Health

 Opioid Epidemic

 Rapid Response to Public Health 
Issues
 Climate change



OUR ADVISORY COMMITTE
 Lt. Col. Wilson Ariza
 Dr. Antonia Novello
 Dr. Richard J. Cohen
 Dr. Ronald Quincy
 Dr. Jose F. Cordero



ASTHO:
Capacity Building for Jurisdictional Hurricane 
Recovery – Puerto Rico Staffing Capacity 
Enhancements (ASTHO, CDC, PRDOH).  Hiring 130 
professionals to work at the Puerto Rico Department 
of Health. $7,400,000

Support and service GA, FL, LA, PR
& TX, the jurisdictions impacted by
the Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and
Maria. To build workforce capacity in
order to respond to future disasters.
$380,000
Death Certificate Training    
ECHO Training.           

NASA Tools at the HRH 



Provide support to public health 
professionals with the latest 
education technology and 
innovative areas of development.

• Loiza

• Cataño

• Humacao

• Juncos

• Ponce

• Villalba

DATA SCIENCE Community Health Promoter 
Capacity Building in Puerto Rico

Thirty (30) Promotores de Salud for: 

$4,000,000



COMMUNITY 
ENAGAGAMENT 
PROGRAMS

CAÑO MARTÍN PEÑA

New projects on Mental 
Health under development
Health promotion in 

vulnerable communities
Vaping Information

RESEARCH
PROGRAM
 Public Health Trust 

Grants  (10-15)
 Public Health Research
 Pilots or Data Analysis

CATAÑO 



TELEHEALTH AND TELEMEDICINE

USDA Grant to serve rural communities

Castañer, Maricao, Las Marías, Florida, Culebras, Rincón, Arroyo



What have we done so far with emerging 
public health issues?

paralasaludpublica.org



EMERGING PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES
Dec 28, 2019
5.1
4.7

Jan 7, 2020
6.4
4.3

After Jan 7
More than 4000 
aftershocks
5.2, 4.3



Camp Sites



PRSTRT RESPONSES

Gúanica official camp 
reading “ El día en que 
todo se movió”  with El 
Trotamundos 

AMERICARES training 
on Mental Health for 
volunteers working in 
the South

Regalo Abrazos
activity in Guánica 
Official Camp

Kids using the activity 
books in Yauco 
developed by PRVCU, 
PRPHT and STEM



 Improvised Camp Assessment Task Force (ICA-TF)
 January 30-February 1, 2020

Community-led Camp 
Occupant Needs Assessment: 
Preliminary Findings 



PRSTRT RESPONSES
Assessment Objectives
Determine number of improvised 

camps/identify new ones 
Estimate demographic composition 

of camps residents, including daily 
fluctuations
 Identify occupant medical issues and 

needs
Evaluate camp living conditions
Ascertain reasons to stay in camps



CORONA VIRUS SARS-COV-2



COVID-19 RESPONSES
PRPHT COVID-19 Testing Group



COVID-19 RESPONSES



COVID-19 RESPONSES



COVID-19 RESPONSES

• 20,000 nasal swaps obtained to do molecular testing

• Create policies to advance diagnostic methods approval in 
Puerto Rico

• PHSU Symptoms Surveillance Platform, Dr. Melissa Marzan

• Children activity book, Achú

• Video clips with opinion leaders, 
• Dr. Jorge Santana; Dr. Brenda Rivera

• Media campaign
• Protegerte está en tus manos
• Todo sobre COVID-19

• Mental Health Program with Project HOPE



For more information, please contact: 
Elizabeth Vale | evale@prsciencetrust.org  

787-523-5651 | www.prpht.org
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